
Northern Illinois Hockey League (NIHL) 
 

 
NIHL has adopted most of the USA hockey recommended playing rules for 
this season. Below is a summary of the key playing rules that will be used 
this year to facilitate the half-ice game portion of the schedule. 
 

NIHL Half-Ice Playing Rules 
 

A. Scores will be kept.  Home Team managers will post the results of the half-ice games 

but not the scores.  Results will be posted as “1-0” wins or losses, or “0-0” ties. 

B. Schedules will be entered in StatMGR. 

C. Half-ice seeding round standings will be posted on StatMGR. 

D. Win-loss results of six regular season half-ice games will be posted on StatMGR and 

points for cross-ice games will count toward regular season standings.  For 

Tournament standing purposes, goal differential will not be considered in half-ice 

games. 

E. Games to be played per USA Hockey guidelines, 50 minute game length, four on four 

format. 

F. Games may be played on either a half-ice surface of a regulation rink, or on a studio 

rink of roughly the same dimensions as a half-ice surface of a regulation rink.  

G. All cross ice games will be played with one on-ice official, generally using USA Hockey 

Cross Ice Officiating Guide for all officiating procedures.  However, penalties will be 

called per section I below and no coaches will be on the surface during play. 

H. Game play is to proceed generally as set forth in the USA Hockey 8U Mite Handbook 

for cross ice games except as otherwise set forth in this NIHL program.   

I. Offsides and icing penalties do not apply in half-ice games.  Other penalties will be 

called, but officials shall be encouraged to use their judgment to keep a safe game 

environment while also keeping the game moving.  Play will be stopped for all 

penalties, and penalty shots will be awarded for the player affected by the penalty.  If 

a bench penalty is called, the other team will designate a player on the ice at the time 

to take the penalty shot.  For penalty shots, the official will blow the whistle to make 

the play live at the point after the player has had an opportunity to make the penalty 

shot (i.e., there will not be a faceoff after every penalty shot, only for penalty shots that 

result in a goal).  Penalties called in a half-ice game will be recorded on the official 

scoresheet. 


