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Hello, my name is Bob Apter and I'm running for a position on the AHAI Board of Directors. 
 
I want to serve on the AHAI Board because hockey has always been a passion of mine and I can see 
opportunities to help make the sport better for everyone in Illinois, and I want to work on them. 
 
My professional background has been as a hedge fund portfolio manager, specializing in the healthcare 
sector, where I worked with firms like UBS. But what's more important to share with you is my history of 
volunteerism and dedication to hockey organizations in our state. 
 
After playing hockey through high school and college, I immediately transitioned to coaching at Travel 
and House organizations on Chicago's North Side. I also served as an IHOA official during that time. In 
the late 1980's and the 90's my efforts shifted to Head Coaching the Carl Sandburg High School team, 
and then coaching and guiding the Andrew High School hockey program. It was at this time that I also 
began to work at a league level; helping our high school program first join, and then become a strong 
member of, the Metro West High School Hockey League. To support my sons' organization, from 2005 
to 2013, I was a coach, board member and then President of the Orland Park Vikings. I also served for 
several years on the board of the Romeoville Huskies program starting in 2015. 
 
Where I have had the greatest impact on youth hockey in Illinois is in my work with the Northern Illinois 
Hockey League, the largest hockey league in our state. I began in 2009 as a member of the league's 
Tournament Committee and my interest and involvement grew from there. In 2011 I became the Vice 
President of the league and since 2015 I have served as the NIHL President. As a league there are 
fundamental NIHL philosophies that I am proud to embrace. We operate our league in a way that is 
transparent and fair for all the kids who play in it. During my tenure, NIHL has grown dramatically in size 
(over 360 teams now) and energy. We have built four strong Girls divisions in our league, we have 
forged a powerful partnership with the Chicago Blackhawks organization, we have introduced 
innovations in our NIHL Blackhawks Tournament (salute to veterans, exciting new playoff formats, etc.), 
we have held, or reduced league fees and we are launching more initiatives each season. I'm very 
proud of the work we have done, and that the league will continue to do, to make Tier II hockey more 
and more fun for our players and their families. 
 
This is the same spirit and drive that I will bring with me to the AHAI Board. 
 
I have a wonderful wife, Cindy, who has always supported my passion to lead, build and grow hockey 
for all the kids in our state. I'd like to thank you for your consideration for the position of AHAI Board 
Member, and for your vote in June at the AHAI Annual Meeting. 
 


