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My name is Melissa Surrette, and I am submitting my name for a position on the AHAI Board of 
Directors in the upcoming June 2021 election.  
  
I live in Downers Grove with my husband, Bob, and our two sons. I became involved in youth hockey 
twelve years ago when we registered our sons for a Learn-to-Skate program run by Chicago Hawks at 
Darien Sportsplex. Shortly after joining the Hawks, I took on a more active role in the Club through 
managing and volunteering. Twelve years later, I have a 14-year-old and a 17-year-old who still play 
and love the game.   
  
I currently serve as President of the Chicago Hawks Hockey Club, a position that I have held for three 
years. Prior to President, I served as Vice-President for one year and Treasurer for three years. In these 
roles, I have been involved in every aspect of running an Affiliate and understand the many challenges 
that Affiliates face.    
  
Previously, I practiced Labor and Employment law first in a law firm setting and then as Assistant 
Corporation Counsel for the City of Chicago. This experience provided me an analytical framework for 
problem solving and demonstrated to me the importance of fostering relationships to resolve differences 
even when parties are not initially aligned.    
  
Over my seven years in leadership positions, I have worked hard to promote a sense of community at 
my Club and among Affiliates. The challenges that we face, and our organizational goals are largely 
similar regardless of our individual size and location. If elected to serve on the AHAI Board of Directors, 
I intend to use my cooperative nature and problem-solving skills to represent the interests of all Affiliates 
and the interests of Illinois Hockey.  
  
Thank you for your consideration.  
 

 


